Mayor: Hello, we are here in Harmanschlag in the community of St.Martin. We are here for our first video conference with the villages of our European Community. We now have the wonderful opportunity to create a network between the global villages. We use this possibility of networking to exchange our experience. 

Franz ; My name is Franz Nahrada , 14 years ago I built up a network with friends which was dedicated to a relatively utopian idea. This idea was that the viability of villages could be supported by networking. The so called “Global Villages Network”.

Narrator During those first “Village innovation talks” six innovative villages in Austria and Germany have built a video bridge for an exchange of ideas. Participating was also Harmanschlag (Waldviertel, Lower Austria) in the community of St. Martin. These localities had the possibility to present themselves and their projects.

Mayor Communities which made up their minds to support glas fibre…

Narrator: Mayor Peter Höbern explained the trend-setting project of glas fibre supply in the communities of St. Martin, Groß Schönau und  Bad Großpertholz where already 96% of the households are supplied with the currently most efficient glas fibre cables.

Moderator: Are there any questions or suggestions from your side to our colleagues in Steiermark?

Narrator: After each two sessions the life transmission was interrupted so that each of the communities had the possibilities to collect questions and send them via e-mail.

Anton Winter: Yes, that was our statement and contribution. Thank you very much for listening.

Narrator: In the end the questions were answered by the appropriate locality.

Narrator: With great technical effort the life broadcasting was produced professionally by St. Martin.

Narrator: Already with this first event of this type the interest of the participating localities for a knowledge and experience exchange were tangible and plans for further video bridges were made up.
Sepp Wallenberger: For us “Wohnen im Waldviertel” this is a great performance for showing us, that other regions in Europe have similar problems. With democraphic development, with immigration and exmigration and we can learn of the experience others made without travelling just over the net.

Franz Nahrada; Well, this event can be called a successful  experiment - that means we were really able to organize communication between six villages and to show that each village can learn from the other if innovative people work together who believe in the development of rural areas and know that future is a big mosaic of many, many innovations.

I think this process which started today will continue it will develop to a slowly rising exchange between villages. My dreams and hopes for the future are to connect those localities to an alliance who permanently work on the local development. That is to say that just in the villages there is a lack of teachers, but they may just be elsewhere- so  we can share them and through this the big cake of education could be made possible we never thought of it to happen in our own village. Thus We could create a virtual university of villages and this university would deal with all the issues regarding the improvement of our living environment.  This might  make this village environment to the most exciting place to shape and live in the future.
